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REMARKS 

The present amendment is responsive to the Office Action 
of May 11 , 2004. 

Claim 13 was rejected under Sec. 112 because of the reci- 
tation of "the second array of bars" as having insufficient 
antecedent basis. The claim is amended to state "the 

second plurality of bars" which has antecedent basis in the 
claim. 

Claims 14 and 15 were indicated by the Examiner to be 
allowable if their parent claim is amended to overcome Sec. 
112 rejections. Claim 13 being amended accordingly, Claims 
13, 14 and 15 are believed to be allowable, and their allow- 
ance is respectfully solicited. 

Claims 1-3 were rejected under 35 USC 103 on Gross '593 
in view of Burniski, et al '591. 

The cited references, singly or combined, do not at all 
suggest or make obvious any of the combinations of Claims 1, 
2 or 3. The primary reference Gross relates to_ two plates 

which are in slidable contact relative to each other. 
Openings in the respective plates are essentially in regis- 
tration when the plates are in proper relation to allow sand 
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and waste matter to pass therethrough; and in second relative 
positions of the plates, the openings are not in registration 
and litter, etc. , cannot pass through. 

The arrangement of the references is entirely different 
and distinctly contrasts with Applicant's claimed combinations 
of Claims 1-3. Applicant's arrangement involves no contiguous 
relatively slidable plates with openings therein. Claims 1-3 
define a markedly different arrangement from that of the 
cited references, singly or combined. Applicant's members 
16 and 22 are of triangular cross-section. A plurality of 
the members are disposed on separate respective frames. With 
relative vertical movement between the frames the triangular 
members are movable relative to each other between positions 
wherein spaces are defined between two rose of the members 
16, 22 for passage of litter, etc. therebetween to drop below 
and with these members in closed relative positions, litter, 
etc. cannot pass therebetween. 

Claims 1-3 are believed to be clearly allowable, and 
allowance thereof is respectfully requested. 

Claims 4-12 are retained in dependent form pending con- 
sideration of the present amendment. 
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It is submitted that the foregoing is fully responsive 
to the Office Action of May 11, 2004. It is believed that 
Claims 1-15 are allowable and that the application is in 
condition for allowance. An early Notice of. Allowance is 
respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
DENNIS M. LANGDALE 



By ^y^yj^^ nt,/£" »^ 

Boniard I. Brown 
Regis. #17,940 
Attorney for Applicant 



-15- 



